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	 We’ve all heard about recycling.  We know it’s a smart idea...and we include the oppotunity to recycle 
every week in connection with trash removal.  But are we participating enough to have a significant impact 
on reducing manufacturing pollutants and saving energy?  
	 Successful recycling, in the simplest terms, is a loop -- one that begins and ends with you.  Without 
recycling programs, unnecessary waste is added to our landfills, and landfills are not designed to decompose 
trash -- only to bury it.   Constantly adding to our landfills is a sure guarantee that we will need more of them.  
Because no one wants one near their home, trash will need to be hauled greater distances…and that means 
increased garbage collection costs...which doesn’t appeal to anyone.
                                  So, what can be recycled?	
  Paper Products:  includes newspaper, white copy paper, green/white ledger paper, manila file folders, 
cardboard, magazines, catalogs, telephone books, books and junk mail.  Fact:  Each ton of recycled paper 
can save 17 trees, 380 gallons of oil, three cubic yards of landfill 
space, 4000 kilowatts of energy and 7000 gallons of water.  It’s 
extremely important to remember to recycle as many forms 
of paper as possible.  Cans, plastics and glasses are each 
less than 10% of household waste.  We throw away four 
times that much paper.
  Plastics: There is a number on the bottom of plas-
tic bottles that signifies what type of plastic was used 
to make it, and indicates if it is recyclable.  The most 
common numbers are #1 -- PET plastic (milk jugs, 
detergent bottles); #2 -- HDPE plastic (food packag-
ing, soda bottles) and film plastic (LDPE plastic) used 
in grocery bags or shrink wrap.    
  Metals and Cans :  includes aluminum, tin/steel 
and scrap metals.
  Automotive Oil, etc.:  includes cooking oils (liquids 
only), motor oil and liquid auto lubricants, oil filters, antifreeze, 
all re-chargeable batteries and printer and ink cartridges.
 Glass Containers:  includes clear, brown and green bottles and 
all colors of commercial food and beverage containers. Glass containers (which can take 4,000 years or more 
to decompose) can be recycled forever without loss of quality. Sadly, it is NOT done locally!
  Tires, Electronics (computers, monitors, printers, etc.), Household Appliances: please contact 
your nearest recycling center for specific instructions and applicable fees for these items. 

Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collection Program
	 Harris County holds approximately ten one-day drop-off events for household hazardous wastw each 
year., and are typically held during the spring and fall. Accepted HHW items include:  paints and stains, 
paint thinners and strippers, household cleaners, household chemicals, fertilizers and lawn chemicals, aerosol 
products, pesticides and herbicides, pool chemicals, fluorescent light bulbs, gasoline and other flammable 
liquids. Some restrictions asnd limitations apply so visit http://cleanwaterways.org/hhw/collection.html for 
more specific information, times, dates and location details.

Does recycling really make a difference?
	 You better believe it.  Consider this:  We use over 80 BILLION aluminum soda cans every year, but 
because so many are recycled, aluminum cans account for less than 1% of the total U.S. waste stream (ac-
cording to EPA estimates).  Glass recycling saves more than a quarter of the energy used to make glass from 
raw materials, and manufacturers are catching on.  Most bottles now contain at least 25% recycled glass.  
	 Look for the recycled symbol on items you purchase.  Yes, you CAN make a difference! 

        RECYCLING:  IT DOESN’T WORK WITHOUT YOU



Board Member Profile...
VIC FOWLER

	 Vic Fowler has been a 
member of the Kleinwood MUD 
board of directors for five years, 
and currently serves as Vice Presi-
dent. As the district’s Investment 
Officer, he has the responsibility to  
assure that inventment policies 
comply with state regulations, with  
an emphasis on principal and li- 
quidity safety, while meeting the 
district’s needs for capital expen-
ditures and bond debt require-
ments.
	 He may have retired from 
his 30 year career working in pro- 
curement, contract, and commod-
ity management for an internation-
al oil company, but he has multiple 
assignments that -- in addition to 
his board service -- continue to 

keep him busy.  He serves as presi-
dent of a condo/home-owners 
association in Galveston, and 
in a similar role for another one  
in Breckenridge, Colorado.  When 
there is spare time, Vic can be 
found playing golf, snow skiing 
or playing bridge. His wife of 47 
years, Barbara, is active in three 
health volunteer organizations.  
Son, Trent, is conducting infectious  
disease research at Harvard Uni-
versity.
	 Vic works with the other 
Kleinwood directors to help plan, 
direct and oversee the activities of  
the district, which include provid-
ing quality drinking water, sewer  
and water treatment services for the  
district’s residential and commer-
cial customers.  He is especially 
interested in updating and main-
taining the district’s emergency 
preparedness plan to assure unin-
terrupted water and sewer service 
during any kind of emergency or 
natural disaster.
	 “Our district is in the area 
of the northwest community that  
will begin the conversion to sur-
face water in 2010,” he said, “and 
that’s just around the corner. We 
are completing the necessary modi- 
fications to our water plant and fa- 
cility to make a smooth transition, 
and we will be communicating with 
our customers routinely through- 
out this process.” 

The Texas WaterHog with board 
member Joe Frantangelo.

KLEINWOOD MUD 
SPONSORS WATER 

CONSERVATION 
EDUCATION FOR KISD

	 Once again, Kleinwood 
MUD has agreed to sponsor 
water conservation education 
program materials for use in 
Kleinn ISD elementary schools.  
Next fall, the brand new Texas 
WaterHog program will be part  
of this effort along with the 
WATER IS LIFE materials 
that have been provided for the 
past four years.  
	 T h e  N o r t h  H a r r i s  
County Regional Water Author-
ity conducts annual workshops 
for Klein educators to preview 
water conservation classroom 
materials and activities. The 
Authority has acknowledged 
Kleinwood MUD’s participation 
as critical to the success of the 
program.  
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